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Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC#a prominent nongovernmental organization in
Tanzania, remains at the forefront of promoting human rights, democracy, and good
governance in the country. The Centre recognizes the critical role of citizen participation as
way of strengthening democraticgovernance in Tanzania. Moreover, LHRC is recognized for
active interventions in the Tanzania electoral processes local government and/or general
elections providingvoter education and/or conducting election observation.

N6 1AW It RT 1JU q Régidhd rdnirisicasio) and Local Government (P@®RALG)U
accrediteditl ¢ At® dhigage in theNovember 2024 Local Government Election@ | Y 2 RT 1312 Y q I
T 2 He q R Y iTe 0t q W 130 1 H q ROHBCL Wasl bvidie E theRiMpbiatte of

providing voter education and conducting election observation as crucial interventions to

enhance citizen awarenessi U paltticipation, which affect overall integrity of electoral

process.

Voter education is a vital preelection information that ensures citizens are weHlinformed
and knowledgeable about their electoral power and mandate defined as rights and duties of
voting to elect elective public officials in a democratic society. LHRC dggned and
implemented comprehensive voter education program addressing apparent gaps regarding
election timing and qualifying proceduresT official announcement, voter registration,
#¢ U1 RI nomjihktioh, appeals campaigning, voting, vote counting, decleation of
winners/results and petitioning.

Voter education focused ord W¢ G Y U N idisRo{#midiiess Hibout the importance of local
government elections by highlighting the role and functions of local leaders in governance,
development, and delivery of entitlements. The program also addressed misconceptions
and barriers to participation by combating misinformation, electoral apathy, and obstacles
such as lack of identification documents, voter intimidation, and challenges to the polling
b q ¢ q Rebllity. k



x ¢ A9 WHY Ulleetishgoldertatibn aimed at promoting electoral integrity andGe H G R H LU
ql 2 telgdidfallptiicess and R aptitddime. LHRC undertook a robust election observation

mission in fifteen regions across Tanzania Mainland, namely Kagera, Njombe, Singida,

Geita, Simiyu, Lindi, Morogoro, Mtwara, Mbeya, Katavi, Iringa, Mara, Ruvuma, Manyara, and
Songwe. LHRC election obsesation mission ¢ # q R thWwiyer kidiniblg and deployment of

accredited election observers to follow up and monitor electoé¢ G LY H1M @ UIHY UqR U2 Y 2 |
H ¢t Thell@LW HabserYdoslibliowed up, recorded and reported on preelection behaviors

and preparations, partyH ¢ Ul R I nonajidtiors, campaigning, election day operations

(voting, vote counting and declaration of results) and poselection responses.

The primary objective othe election observation mission was to assess and report about
electoral issues staking on credibility and fairness of the electoral process and outcome,
and feedback on election management compliance with legal and regulatory frameworks.
N6 IJW G IidemersYiddwded on the key areas of the electoral process, namely pre
election phase, assessing voter registration, supply/availability of electoral materials, the
preparedness of electoral officials, and voter education awareness. Observers monitored
campaign activities assessing conduct of political campaigns, adherence to laws governing
campaign financing, the use of public resources, and the prevalence of hate speech or
intimidation. On election day, observers evaluated the opening of polling stationsyoter
turnout, the conduct of polling officials, the secrecy and security of the ballot, the
transparency of vote counting, and the announcement of results. Finally, postlection
developments such as acceptance of results, resolution of electoral disputs, and public
perceptions of the process were closely tracked t& 1 | 131 Ueltidomihé dléction integrity.

While the observation mission was largely successful, several challenges 131 JWIJIUHY 2 Uq |
q Y¥inderR Usmabth flow of observation activities. Delays in obtaining critical electoral
information such as polling station maps and campaign schedules posed logistical
challenges for observers. Similarly, some administrative gaps, such as reluctance of
AeturniU N ticers b1 A § t intdddydelibbservers to + + Rt q ¢ U q WFfkedshie | ADSRUN LWL §
compromised observerq R  atéesslid polling stations in some areas.

N6RVU2VDUWHE GV WGIIY 2 RT It We WHY GG 361Ut R2IJWE AHHAY
and election observation program activities undertaken for the November 2024 Loci LW
] Y21 UGUUqUWEGUHqRY UL 1O
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Eligibility criteria of voters.

Locations designated for voter registration.

Candidate eligibility criteria.

Available mechanisms and approaches for resolving electiomelated disputes.
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Election timetable indicating deadlines/dates for voter registration, campaigns and
polling.

1 The voting process.
1 The roles of stakeholders in the local government election process.

Moreover, LHRC disseminated voter education messaged through twenty six (26) partner
community radio, national radio and television Kipimajoto and Meza Huru, Mizani ya Wiki
clouds 360 and Upendo TYstations broadcasts. It is estimated that community radio and
TV messages directly reached over 15 million voters. The national radio stations that aired
voter education were Crown Radio, Clouds Radio, East African Radio, Dodoma FM Radio,
AFM Dodoma Radi, Njombe FM, Radio One, and international broadcastersueh as DW
Radio, BBC Radio, and VOA Radio. Online discussion platforms powered by Jamii forums,
Jambo online TV and The Chanzo disseminated voter education messages to high profile
audience.

Press conferences and exclusive interviews augmented voter education messages
wider electorate.

LHRC recruited, trained and deployed election observation missions in fifteen (15) regions,
namely Kagera, Njombe, Singida, Geita, Simiyu, Lindi, Mtwara, Morogoro, Mbeya, Katavi,
Iringa, Mara, Ruvuma, Manyara, and Songwe. The election observer mission ohssl,
identified, and documented several electoral process issues, including irregularities.
Chiefly elections observers documented electoral issues, including but not limited to the
following:

1 Registration of ineligible voters; allegedly under 18 years
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Voters registered at multiple Registration Stations

Political G ¢ | apBbility to deploy voter registration agents

Registration of Voters in Absentia

Registration Officers Operating Outside Designated Stations

Low level of Civic Competence and Voter Education

The Departed Listed as Valid Voters

Suspicious Death of Opposition Candidate

Few Women and Persons with Disability Made it to Elective Offices
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Forgeries; Appointment of Candidates Not Contesting Elective Positions
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Adherence to Election Campaign Program
Alleged Unlawful Arrest of Opposition Officials

Absence of Security Agency
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Involvement of children in election campaign
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Ballot Papers Exceeding the Total Number of Registered Voters
Prior Marked/Fake Ballot Papers
Denial of Polling Agents Access to Polling Stations
At DORODWYnW9ce¢UT RT ¢cqllt Kk WWAGYqVYNI ¢G6t WYUWq6 W7 ¢
Suspicious Deaths and Enforced Disappearances of Candidates
Questionable Recognition and Cold Treatment of Election Observers
Intrusion of Government Officials into Management of Election
Unguaranteed Right to Secrecy of Casting Vote
Allegations of Involving Underage Voters

Consideration of people with special needs
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Suspension of pupils on allegations of parents supporting the opposition
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Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC) a nongovernmental organization in Tanzania,
remains at theforefront of promoting human rights, democracy, and good governancde the
country. The Centre ecognizes the critical role of citizen participation as way of
strengthening democraticgovernance in TanzaniaMoreover,LHRCis recognizedfor active
interventions in the Tanzaniaelectoral processes localgovernment and/or general elections
alike T providing voter education and/or conducting election observation . These
interventions essentially create opportunistic entry point for independent citizensk gddups

to engage in elections.f U2 Y02 G WUqWYnWRUT WGWUT WU @iHiER qRAIJU
ownership and restore election integrity by way of scrutinizingelection results and the
process thereto. To that end, during the 2024 local governmerglections, LHRCfilled the
void of RUT WGIWUT WU q Wl B RaffRFEIGhEd 1o Lprddriot¥ de@ocratic virtues of
electoral transparency, accountability and # R q R patfidipatiorili The said virtues provide
vital leverage for assessingnd certifying electoral verdict certifying elections as free, fair,
trusted and credible or not.LHRC intervention followed governmenofficial announcement

of 12" July 2024informing the public and political parties oflocal government electionsin
Tanzania Mainlandvillages @2,318), neighborhoods 4,263) and hamlets 64,361) in the
Local Government Authorities {84).Udj 6 JW ~RURY qlJ! WY n W E gRegjoda W AT 131 |
Administration and Local Government (PERALG) published in the Gazette, Government
notice numbers 571, 572, 573 and 574 signifying regulations for conducting the 2024
neighborhoods/civic elections consistent with Chapter 287 andChapter 288 of the laws of
Tanzania.According to the Political Parties ActChapter 258 [R.E 2019] contestingpolitical
elective positions is a monopoly besowed to political parties only. Tanzania has 19 fully
registered political parties, hence legally mandated to paticipate in the state elections.

As way of qualifying to engage in thovember 2024 Local Government Elections , LHRC

was officially accredited by theA | 13t RT DUqkt WEnn RHWVAWAINDRYUcaw I
Government (PO-RALG)to carry out two mandates: providing voter education to empower

citizens with the necessary knowledge and skills to meaningfully participate in the electoral

process, andconduct election observation to assess andhe electoral process consistent

with the prevailingelectoral laws and regulations. LHRC would always pep acomparative

eye with relevant provisions in theegional or international protocols, codes and standards.

The local government electionsare important in that they provide a platform for citizens to
elect grassroots level leadership, which is closer to community dag-to-day life and



aspirations. The Local Government Aiuthorities (LGAs) play thecentral role in delivering
services to people, overseeinggovernance practices at local level and implementation of
development policies. This rolemake the local governmentelections a critical aspect of
local level participatory democracy. To that end,LHRCwas aware of the importance of
providing voter education andconducting election observation as crucial interventions to
enhance citizen awareness and participation, which affect overall integrity of electoral
process.

Voter education is a vital preelection information that ensures citizens are weHlinformed
and knowledgeableabout their electoral power and mandate defined agights and duties of
voting to elect elective public officials in a democratic society. LHRC designed and
implemented comprehensive voter education programaddressing apparent gapsregarding
election timing and qualifying proceduresT official announcement, voter registration,
candidates nomination, appeals campaigning, voting, vote counting,declaration of
winners/results and petitioning. Voter educationfocused onfacilitating relevant information
to electorate about their voting rights and responsibilities emphasizing the importance of
universal suffragevoting as way of consolidating democracy in the country. The program
content also specifically clarified the electoral process by providingtimely information on
the obtaining election procedures; voter registration, party and candidate nominations,

campaigns, voting day protocols, and the role of election officials.

Further, LHRC raised awareness about the importance of local government elections by
highlighting the role and functions of local leaders in governance, development, and delivery
of entitlements. The program also addressed misconceptions and barriers to participation
by combatting misinformation, electoral apathy, and obstacles such as lack of identification
documents, voter intimidation, and challenges to the pollingt q ¢ q Rigidiity.LHRC
adopted a multi-faceted approach to deliver voter education, icluding face-to-face
community sensitization forums, radio and television programs, printed materials such as
posters, leaflets, and brochures, and the use of social media to reach diversaudience,
particularly the special groups of women, youth, and persons with disabilities.



Election observation is an internationally recognized practice aimed at promoting ettoral
integrity and public trust inelectoral process and its outcome. By independently monitoring
elections, observers play a crucial role in identifying strengths, weaknesses, and areas of
improvement in the conduct of elections. For the November 2024 Local Government
Elections, LHRC undertook a robust election observatio mission in fifteen regions across
Tanzania Mainland, namely Kagera, Njombe, Singida, Geita, Simiyu, Lindi, Morogoro,
Mtwara, Mbeya, Katavi, Iringa, Mara, Ruvuma, Manyara, and Songwe. LHRC election
observation mission activities involved training and deployment of accredited election
observers tofollow up and monitor electoral process ona continuous basis. Theelection
observers followed up, recorded and reported ompre-election behaviors andpreparations,
party/candidates nominations, campaigning, election day operations(voting, vote counting

and declaration of results)and post-election responses.

The primary objectiveof election observation mission was to assess and report about
electoral issues staking oncredibility and fairness of the electoral processand outcome,
and feedback on election managementcompliance with legal and regulatory framework.
The latter is defined by a combination ohational laws and regulations, regional electoral
codes and protocols and the international electoral democracy codes and standards.
Tanzaniais a signatory andratified the Guidelines for EAC Election Observation Missions
and Code of Conduct for Election Observerghe SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing
Democratic Elections; the Africa Union Principles Governing Democratic Elections in Africa;
and the International Covenant on Civil Rights and Political Rights among otherElection
observation amed at assessing process compliance with prevailing standards and
promoting electoral transparency and accountability that would in turn enhance public
confidence in elections and theoutcome. LHRC assumed the role ofin independent and
impartial body; an operating system documenting irregularities, challenges and
shortcomings, and feeding back to the election management bodyduring specific eection
cycle cord. Electoral misconduct, voter suppression, administrative lapses, or logistical
challenges would be recorded, documented and communicated to the PORALG
Furthermore, LHRC soughtand provided evidence-based recommendations for electoral
reforms to improve future processes and strengtherlectoral democracy in the country.



During observation mission, LHRC observers focused orthe key areas of the electoral
process, namely pre-election phase, assessing voter registration,supply/availability of
electoral materials, the preparedness of electoral officials, and voter educatiomwareness.
Observers nonitored campaign activities assessing conduct of political campaigns,
adherence to laws governing campaign financing, the use of public resources, and the
prevalence of hate speech or intimidation. On election day, observers evaluated thgening
of polling stations, voter turnout, the conduct of polling officials, the secrecy and security of
the ballot, the transparency of vote counting, and the announcement of results. Finally,
post-election developments such asacceptance of results, resolution of electoral disputes,
and public perceptions of the process were closely tracked toassess and determine
election integrity.

The observation process was guided by international best practices, including principles
enshrined in instruments such as theDeclaration of Principles for International Election
Observation and the SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections .
Observers were equipped with checklists and tools to ensure systematic and uniform data
collection across the selected regions.

While the observation mission was largely successful, LHRC encountered sear
challenges that hinderedsmooth flow of observation activities. Delays in obtaining critical
electoral information such as polling station maps and campaign schedules posed
logistical challenges for observers. Similarly, some dministrative gaps, such asreluctance
of Returning Officers (ROs) tointroduce observers toAssistant Returning Gficers (AROS)

compromised observert #imely access to polling stations in some areas.

Despite challenges, the observation missionavailed LHRC with the opportunity to
strengthen collaboration with electoral stakeholders and advocate for reforms enhanag
election integrity forfuture elections.

N6 RHWGY!I qWG! Y2RT Wt WeWHYAGG!I W6WUt R21IWeHAY2UqWYn
observation program activities undertaken for the November 2024 Local Government
Elections. It documents key achievements, challenges, lessons learned, and

recommendations aimed at improving Tanzaniaelectoral processes. LHRC remains
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committed to promoting free, fair, and credible elections which is fundamental for
consolidating gooddemocratic governance,sustained by active electorate andempowered

citizenry.
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KUELEKEA UCHAGUZI WA
SERIKALI ZA MITAA.

TAREHE 27 NOVEMBEBA, 2024.

Sifa za mpiga kura

& Awe ni Raia wa Tanzania
& Awe na Umri wa Miaka 18 na kuendelea

& Awe ni Mkazi wa eneo la Mtaa

& Awe amejiandikisha kupiga kura
katika mtaa husika

& Awe ni mwenye akili Timamu

"SERIKALI ZA MITAA, SAUTI YA WANANCHI,
IITOKEZE KUSHIRIKI UCHAGUZL.™
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ANALYSIS OF LHRC SOCIAL MEDIA

108,800 . -4

109,241
Followers

Impression Impression
2 Q3

Linked in prioritize
job post
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The maintains aMemorandums of Understanding (Mol with 26 community radio stations

across the country. Theradio stations are rooted in, and operate fromgrassroots level of

society communicating messages that primarilycater for community news and information

needs. To that end, community radiostations have emerged therefore consideredthe most

effective media for disseminating voter education material information during local

government elections.

Weekly repeat voter education programs were aired by each partner community radio
station. The program content was replete with practical messages informing voters on
various relevant aspects of electoral processundertakings T voter registration, eligibility
criteria, role of stakeholderset la. It is estimatedthat community radio messagesdirectly
reached over 15 million people Voters residing in the remotest rural areas were also
reached by key electoral messages beamed through community radstations.
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Kipindi cha Kipimajoto

Mada: Kuelekea zoezi la uandikishaji wapiga kura
katika uchaguzi wa Serikali za Mitaa, Je Wananchi
wamehamasika?

.. iR s
. RSl R
KA DKT. AVE MARIA WAKILI MADUHU
et s SEMAKAFU WILLIAM

AFISA SHERIA MRATIBU TAIFA AFISA UCHECHEMUZI
MWANDAMIZI-TAMISEMI - ULINGO LHRC
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KIPINDI CHA KIPIMA
JOTO IJUMAA HII

[ MADA: |

m Zoezi la uchukuaji fomu za wagombea
uchaguzi wa serikali Zza mitaa.
Je nini tahmini ya wadau?".

MIHAYO KADETE
AFISA SHERIA NA T I e AT MWANDAMIZT
MWANDAMIZI-TAMISEMI } BARA ACT WAZALENDO Waklggsgg.fgltdalnhcul

E—
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LHRC extensively utilizedhational radio broadcasters, online and print, media to provide

voter education messages A number of nationalradio stations were engaged, including

Crown Radio, Cbuds Radio, East African RadioDodoma FM Radio, AFM Dodoma Radio,

Njombe FM, Radio One, and international broadcasters such as DW Radio, BBC Radio, and

VOA Radio.Most broadcasts were aired live although some broadcasts went as pre-

AU
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recorded sessions.Moreover, online discussion platforms powered by Jamii forumslambo
online TV and The Chanzoovered and disseminated voter education messages to high level
caliber of audience.

e 3 3y Y & \\E&
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Umuhimu wa Wananchi Kushiriki Uchaguzi S/Mitaa 2024

Afisa Uchaguzi atoa elimu kwa wananchi kushiriki Uchaguzi S/Mitaa
2024

@ Haki TV, R subscribed 51 | G £ Share

12K subscribers
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Assessment indicates 7 million voters to have beenreached through national radio
broadcast, online and print mediat considered as enormous impact
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Voter education program also adopted pess conferences as supplementary means of
disseminating messages. When it was considered vital to directly address journalists
directly press statements were developed andead before journalist explaining matters of
electoral process interest to voters through members othe press. One significant press
conference was held on 22¢ November 2024 at Seashells Hotel, Dar es Salaanmurging
voters to vote as campaign periodwas nearing to end

On many occasions nedia houses, including thetelevision and radio stations, international
broadcasters with Tanzania audience newspapers, and online platformstook part in those

AT
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press conferences Messages from press conferences are estimated to have reached an
estimated audience ofabout 5 million people.

Giiardian

Rights body trains observers
for upcoming civic elections

By Cormmapanden Duwano Shame
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3.4. Conclusion
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Immediately after the 27" November elections were concluded, PORALG, the body
mandated to manage the local government elections declared the official results as

summarized in the table below.

Table6.2.19/1: Summary of CountrywideOfficial Election Results

s/n | Contested Position Name of Party Numerical gain | Percentage
1. Village chairperson CCM 12,150 99.01%
2. (available slots: 12271) CHADEMA 97 0,79%
3. ACT-Wazalendo 11 0.09%
4, CUF 10 0.08%
5. NCCR-Mageuzi 1 0.008%
6. UMD 1 0.008%
7. ADC 1 0.008%
1. Neighborhood CCM 4213 98.83%
2. chairperson (available CHADEMA 36 0.84%
3. slots: 4264) ACTWazalendo 9 0.21%
4, CUF 4 0.09%
5. CHAUMA 1 0,02%
1. Hamlet chairperson CCM 62728 98.26%
2. (available slots: 63849) | CHADEMA 853 1.34%
3. ACT-Wazalendo 150 0.28%
4. CUF 78 0.12%
5. NCCRMageuzi 10 0.02%
6. UDP 6 0.01%
7. UMD 2 0.003%
8. ADC 1 0.002%
1 Village governing council | CCM 202,975 99%
2. members CHADEMA 1,222 0.53%
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3. ACTWazalendo 232 0.1%
4. CUF 105 0.05%
5. NCCRy Mageuzi 16 0.01%
6. Demokrasia Makini 3 0.001%
7. NLD 1 0.0005%
8. ADC 1 0.0005%
Nelghl_Jorhood CCM 21,148 99.30%
committee members
1 CHADEMA 101 0.47%
2. ACTWazalendo 29 0.14%
3. CUF 16 0.08%
4. NCCR-Mageuzi 2 0.01%
5. CCK 1
6. ADC 1
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6.3 Post Election Segment of Election Cycle
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https://thechanzo.com/2024/11/29/tanzanias-ccm-wins-big-in-local-govt-elections-that-opposition-parties-dismissed-as-a-sham/
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